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Africa Civil Society Forum
Concept Note
According to the United Nations, the majority of people living below the poverty line reside in Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.  In September 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which includes 17 specific sustainable development goals (SDGs), to end poverty in Africa and elsewhere by addressing the effects of poverty and the factors that contribute to poverty.  The SDGs also seek to ensure prosperity for all while protecting the planet. 

In 1975, the United Nations established a working group to support technical cooperation among developing countries (TCDC).  In 2004, TCDC was renamed the Special Unit for South-South Cooperation (SU/SSC), which better reflects the level and significance of cooperation among developing countries to identify and maximize opportunities to address a variety of challenges.  South-South Cooperation is complimented by Triangular Cooperation, which typically involves financing and inputs from developing countries for projects initiated and lead by states in the global south.

South-South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation are important tools for implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  South-South and Triangle Cooperation can facilitate and accelerate the exchange of information, expertise, resources and solutions necessary to achieve the SDGs.  For Africa, these types of cooperation can also support Agenda 2063, a socio-economic framework to transform the continent.

Key to unlocking the potential of South-South and Triangular Cooperation is the involvement of civil society.  Civil society, defined as groups or organizations independent of the state such as NGOs, think tanks, universities, the media and the Diaspora, can inform, monitor and hold the state accountable while also educating and building the capacity of its citizens, thereby shaping the outcome of the state politically, economically and socially. 

Civil society continue to play an important role in creating and maintaining peaceful communities.  Africa’s civil society has developed over the last three decades and has lead peace movements, promoted good governance, fought corruption, served as watchdogs, demanded free elections, promoted social justice and intercultural harmony, and has worked to alleviate poverty.  Civil society in Africa often faces hostile governments and is challenged by limited capacity and resources.  The concept of south-south cooperation, necessary to achieve the SDGs goals, is also the model needed to support and advance the critical development of civil society in Africa.

Within this context, ACSF believes that the renaissance of Africa depends on the ingenuity of its people.  It is the Africa’s civil society that serves as the engine to empower youth and women and the lever to support education, build economies and hold governments to standards of good governance. It is the Africa’s civil society that can build knowledge through training and education, constructive dialogue, shared experiences, lessons learned and best practices.  Working in partnership with government and the private sector, it can encourage national development by designing policy and legal and regulatory frameworks that address development, disaster risk reduction, and enhancing resilience with regard to infrastructure, livelihoods and social services
ACSF partners with civil society organizations to harness the knowledge, experience, wisdom and cultures of the continent to address challenges and to maximize opportunities unique to Africa and common across an increasingly interconnected world.

Since its inception, ACSF has convened five times over the past seven years in conjunction with and for the purpose of informing African Union Summits.  Participation in ACSF has included civil society leaders from over 25 African countries.  African Union officials have addressed ACSF gatherings, and ACSF recommendations have been included in final African Union communiques.   Until now, ACSF has intentionally remained informal in its organizational structure in order to test the viability of this concept.  The success of ACSF and the outstanding needs and opportunities present in Africa have compelled ACSF to register as a non-governmental organization in the United States and to broaden its objectives and programs in order to more effectively engage with and provide support to civil society in Africa. As a key, ACSF is well positioned to usher in Africa’s renaissance.
Omer Ismail
Executive Director
Washington, DC
Africa Civil Society Forum, Washington, DC, USA
Contact Info:  oismail@africacsf.org | +1.703.608.0808


